1

January 22, 2016

To: 

Honourable Christy Clark, Premier of BC

Box 9041, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC

V8W 9E1

Re:
A. Opposition to Proposal of Grizzly Bear Hunt Increase

B. Opposition to Proposal of increased wolf kills year round

C. Support for amending snow mobile closures closures in South Selkirks and South Purcells
A. Opposition to Proposal of Grizzly Bear Hunt Increase

I would like to voice my opposition to BC’s Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource (MFLNRO) proposal to triple the number of limited entry hunt (LEH) permits for resident hunters to kill grizzly bears in MU 7-52, a remote area in the Peace. 
It is evident through documentation and studies that the bear population numbers cited by the Ministry are very likely inaccurate due to factors like unreported human-bear conflict kills, deficient information in regards to non-resident permits issued annually, the support for trophy hunting tourism in the area, the elusive nature of bears in the wild, and a lack of monitoring and enforcement by the Ministry in regards to bear populations.  Any proposed increase to killing grizzly bears based on these faulty population numbers lacks credibility.  
For 10 years, between 2001 and 2011, under a more conservative hunt quota, the grizzly bear suffered a period of ‘over mortality’ (Artelle 2013). This means, too many were killed. Are we to think that suddenly, after a short period of 4 years, their numbers have increased so substantially that three times as many bears can now be killed? That doesn’t seem likely.  In fact, it seems as if the Ministry doesn’t really care much about this beautiful animal that struggles to hold its own in remote places. But a lot of British Columbians do care and oppose the hunting of grizzly bears. Bears are not killed for meat, but simply to display their dead bodies.  
B. Opposition to Proposal of increased wolf kills year round 

I also strongly oppose the MFLNRO’s proposal to lift the limitations on the number of wolves that hunters can kill in the Kootenays, the Peace, Thompson-Nicola and Omineca. And I oppose the MFLNRO’s proposal to allow hunters to kill wolves year round, including when pups are in the den, and for trappers to trap wolves on private land.

Again, the Ministry’s data is lacking in regards to the number of wolves that inhabit BC.  Policy changes made on speculative information is faulty.  Besides the fact that there is no science base for increasing the number of wolf kills, it is inhumane and unethical.  Even the BC Trapper’s Association opposes hunting during denning season, when killing mothers with pups will ultimately result in pups starving to death.  BC allows the use of killing snares on wolves, when these snares do not even meet the standards of International Trapping Standards. In regards to trapping wolves, BC requires these traps to be checked only once every 14 days. Two weeks. Many longs days for a wild animal to be trapped and tortured to a slow death.  
The reason that the Ministry gives for the increased wolf kills is to protect caribou, whose numbers are sadly dwindling. That is absurd and no one is believing that story anymore.  There is widespread scientific consensus that the main cause of caribou decline is not wolves, but humans. Humans have displaced these animals and endangered their well-being through fragmentation of their habitat, increased industry and displacement from critical winter feeding grounds by motorized recreation. And the BC government, not wolves, continue to endanger caribou and are the main cause of their decline by not protecting them from industry and motorized recreation. To protect mountain caribou the government needs to establish parks to restore habitat and close off all critical caribou winter habitat from snowmobiles, helicopters, snow cats and any other motorized recreation. 
Both of these proposals to increase the hunting and trapping of grizzly bear and wolves are scientifically, morally and ethically unacceptable.

C. Amendments to Snow Mobile Closures:

I support the amendments to snow mobile closures in the South Selkirks and South Purcells in an attempt to protect caribou habitat. And I would further stress that the government needs to close off all  critical mountain caribou winter habitat to motorized winter recreation given that it has been proven that disturbances by snowmobiles, helicopters and snow cats can displace and stress mountain caribou at a time when they most need to conserve energy and reduce their survival rate.  

And after closing these areas off, the government needs to ensure that these places stay safe for mountain caribou through monitoring and enforcement of these areas.  

I am hoping that the government of BC and its Ministries will hear what BC residents, interested parties, scientists, & conservationists are saying and halt these proposals that will do nothing to get at the root of the problem and do everything to make a bad situation worse. We need to protect wild animal habitat from human incursions, it is that simple. We need to keep their spaces safe. We need to stop killing them and stop rewarding people and industries that kill them.
Thank you for your time, Heather McSwan ___________________________________
                                             Brian Hecker _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CC: Honourable Steve Thomson, Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural Resources

Mr. Tim Sheldan, Deputy Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 

Honourable Mary Polak, Ministry of Environment

Katrine Conroy, MLA Kootenay West

Dan Peterson, Director, Fish & Wildlife Branch

Mr. Tom Ethier, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural Resources

Mr. Chris Ritchie, Fish and Wildlife Recovery Implementation Manager, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources

